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Date of Meeting, Location, Participants, Apologies for Absence, Start/Close Times 
 
Date:                   Friday 1st May 2026 
 
 Location:           Express Tavern, Kew Bridge 
 

Participants                            

Bob Gordon (BG) Chairman 

Andy Pirson                                                      (AP)   Treasurer 

Philip Harrison (PH) 
 

 

Trevor Dawson 

 John Austin 

Damian Smeaton 

George Gimber                                               

Charles Owens 

(TD) 

(JA)  

(DS) 

(GG) 

(CO)  

 

Press and Publicity Officer 

Secretary / minutes 

 

Membership 

Giulietta Cinque 

Steve Laverty 

Paul Leonard 

Sarah Bell-Wright 

Andrew Bell-Wright 

Paul Davies 

Julie Blazey 

Gary Blazey 

Mick Butt 

Jessica Butt 

John Impey 

Vince Webb 

Ellie Eames 

(GC) 

(SL) 

(PL) 

 

 

(PD) 

 

 

 

 

 

(VW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Director 
AGENDA  

(All Agenda Items to be followed by ‘Matters Arising’ where appropriate)  

1. Chairman’s Welcome Address & ‘Apologies for Absence’  

2. Minutes of the Last AGM Meeting, held on 7th May 2024 

3. Matters arising 

4. Chairman’s Report (Bob Gordon)  

5. Secretary’s Report (Damian Smeaton) 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report (Charles Owens)  

7. Treasurer’s Report (Andy Pirson) and Approval of Accounts  

8. Appointment of Examiner(s) of Accounts  

8a. Social Secretary’s Report (Bruce Blackman) 

9. Press and publicity officer (John Austin) 

10. Webmaster/ Pub records officer report (George Gimber) 

11. NBSS (Damian Smeaton) 

12. Nominations for and election of Committee (maximum 9 persons)  

13. Any Other Business (none notified in advance of the Meeting) 
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Notes of Meeting 

Meeting started 19.40 

BG chaired the meeting welcoming all those present 

1. Apologies for absence 

Martin Matthews 

Robin James 

Bruce Blackman 
 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

Minutes of last AGM at Cabbage Patch were circulated and approved 

 

3. Matters Arising from Last Meeting 

No matters arising. 

4. Chairman’s Report (BG) 

Another year has passed time is really flying. I have now been retired over a year and still as busy! 

At last years AGM l had reported that the Naked Ladies saga had now been resolved, the brewery 

renamed Naked Ladies to “The Naked Ladies” and l stated that l don’t think that will change 

anything! I was right!, it still is excluded from CBOB. The Brewery went to needless expense re-

branding to “ The Naked Ladies” It was then requested that Naked Ladies should now be reinstated 

to CBOB, I contacted the national chairman who replied it was down to the Awards committee! I 

contacted the Awards committee chairman and requested a meeting with our branch, that was 

refused due to cost cut backs. I personally know the chairman of the awards committee and l 

arranged to meet him at GBBF at the NEC Birmingham to discuss this. And when l mentioned the 

CBOB ban the reply was ………oh that’s Laura! well do something about it l replied. He stated that he 

was standing down as chair. The awards committee should be renamed the WOKE committee! The 

national chairman will not do anything about it, although he is the boss! but l know which side he is 

on! 

 

The POTY/ GBG selection took place, our POTY winner was The Mitre Richmond, the POTY 

presentation will take place later this month 13th May. It is now being judged for London POTY, the 

winner will be announced in July. The branch implemented our revised our GBG/ POTY selection 

process and this was used for a simplified online voting process, which was a great success. Although 

we did not get much of an increase in votes etc.as l thought! 

 

As promised the social side of branch activities has made excellent progress, many interesting 

activities and has improved more branch involvement. I must thank Bruce Blackman and Damian 

Smeaton for the work in this social revolution. 

Twickenham beer festival did not take place due to the ongoing Camra discrimination against Naked 

Ladies! 

I am happy to continue as branch chairman. 

 

 

 

Action 
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5. Secretary’s Report (DS) 

The decision about the ACV for the Cross Lances is still awaited. There is a possibility that the Red 

Lion, Isleworth will also go through the ACV process. 

RED LION, Isleworth; In light of the fact that the previous tenant disappeared and left the pub in 

trouble and that we were already receiving poor beer quality reports DS proposed that the pub 

should be removed from the online GBG. Process printed out and given to GG to action.  

 

DS distributed copies of the new beer scoring descriptors as announced recently by CAMRA. The 

numerical system is being replaced by descriptive levels. The new system goes live on 1st June. DS is 

planning a beer scoring event for branch members. See appendix 4 for new descriptors. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report (AP) 

Summary of accounts – see appendix 1 

The agreement of the accounts were proposed and seconded by the committee. 

Appointment of examiner of accounts; Tony Hedger had agreed to be our examiner for future 

accounts. 

 

7. Membership secretary’s report (CO) 

Branch Membership has declined slightly over the year but not nearly as much as many branches 

and stands today at 916. 

 

I have sent out welcome letters to all appropriate new joiners and transfers in and submitted regular 

reports to our Committee through the year. 

 

DS asked where all these members were in light of the fact that we had only seen up to about 50 

different members at branch socials.  CO explained that it is common in any large membership 

organisation to have a lot of armchair members and only few that get involved. 

 

8. Press and Publicity Officer Report  (JA) 

London Drinker 

I have written and contributed to articles with photos for London Drinker, about the end of The 

Victoria Tavern as a traditional “local corner pub” with the retirement of Paul Andrews, the Black 

Dog POTY presentation, and other Branch activities.  

I continue to collect and distribute a number of LDs every 2 months. 

 

Branch activities . 

As BLO for Twickenham Fine Ales I keep the Branch informed and updated on our latest appeal to NE 

to restore “The Naked Ladies” to the eligible list of beers for Champion Beer of Britain voting. Still 

ongoing, under new team. 

 

9. Branch contact, Pub Records Officer, Webmaster & GBG coordinator report 

GG read through a summary of the highlights of his report and expressed the need for more people 

to help with pub information / updates and feedback. He highlighted the complexity of the multiple 

roles and that website development was on hold as he could not do both jobs. GG expressed desire 

to step back from one role as branch contact. DS said he would take this on as he had lots of contact 

through the newsletter. 

See appendix 2 for full report. 

 

 

 

 

 

GG 
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10. NBSS (DS) 

The NBSS summary for the first 4 months Jan – April 2026 was distributed by DS. Number of scored 

was roughly in line with totals for last year. It was noted that the number of branch scorers was still 

low at 15 out of 119. DS explained the meaning of the ‘confidence ranking’ column and answered 

some questions about this.  

Appendix 3 shows the report for the first 4 months of 2026. 

 

11. Social secretary (BB) 

We have had a busy and successful year of social vents in our area and we hope to continue this in 

2026. There has been a small but significant uptick in members attending these. A brief report of 

past and future events is detailed below: 

 

Regular Pub Social Events:  

 

We have continued with the theme of a regular monthly weekday evening visit to a branch pub, 

usually moving to one or more nearby venue (s) so that we are able to increase the opportunity for 

beer scoring. We try to move through out our branch area and to include little visited venues so that 

there is no bias towards the ‘usual suspects’! 

 

Looking forwards we have the following organised visits: 

 

• Tuesday 26th May: Twickenham Riverside- start at the White Swan at 7:30pm, 

• Monday 22nd June: Strand on the Green - start at The Bulls Head at7:30pm, 

• Tuesday 28th July: Beer by Bus - start at the Prince of Wales Fulwell and follows 267 bus 
route towards Hammersmith at time TBC,  

 

One off Social Events: 

 

One of the changes we introduced in 2025 was ‘different’ socials, meaning:  

 

• Different event types – out of area trips, brewery visits, quizzes, beer festivals, joint socials, 

meals, beer tasting, etc. 

• Different event locations, 

• Different event times, 

The benefits of this would be to create social events which would hopefully appeal to a wider 

audience; both existing members and also (hopefully) new members. These events to be publicised 

in London Drinker along with our area diary.  

 

To date we have had the following: 

 

Out of Area Trips: this included two days visiting the PoTY for each London CAMRA area. Once all 

have been visited members can vote for their favourite. We also had a bus trip to each of our area 

Wetherspoons pubs. 
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Brewery visits: Twickenham, Jawbone, Thameside, Windsor and Eton and most recently Fullers. All 

of these were well attended and in the case of Thameside and Windsor and Eton we went by train as 

a very social group!! 

 

Quizzes: we again ran the Beer Knowledge Quiz at The Black Dog Beer House in Brentford. With even 

more teams the event was our best attended social with more than 70 people! There was also a 

‘continental’ beer quiz held at the Christmas meal (see below).  

 

Meals: just before Christmas we had a German Christmas Meal at the Northumberland Arms in 

Brentford. This event include a Currywurst cooked by the neighbouring Indian  restaurant and a 

good range of German beers and Real Ales. As well as the quiz we had a Secret Santa with the 

exchange of members’ bottles of ale. 

 

Festivals/Beer Tasting: the Twickenham Wetherspoons kindly invited us to several of their beer 

festivals and provide FOC third of a pint tasters of each beer and then a pint of each persons 

favourite.   

 

Joint Socials: a daytime social was well attended with West London starting in Hammersmith and 

ending up in Barnes. 

 

Future ‘One Off’ Socials arranged so far include: 

 

Meals: 13th May: Pizza Night at The Mitre in Richmond at 7:30pm. This will not only include excellent 

food and real ale but we will also be holding the PoTY presentation. Although no date is set we 

intend to repeat the enjoyable Desi Pub night latter in the year and have a Christmas Meal, 

 

Joint Social: 1st June meeting at the Black Lion in Hammersmith (time TBC) and progressing to some 

Chiswick pubs. We also hope to undertake a similar event with West Middlesex and Kingston and 

Leatherhead branches latter in the year. 

 

Beer Festival: 9th July at 3pm we will be attending the Ealing Beer Festival. We may also be assisting 

with a smaller event at London Welsh RUFC in September.  

 

Brewery Trips: members of the branch are taking the train to Harveys in Sussex and booking onto 

the 4:30pm brewery tour.  

 

Walks: we would also like to undertake a visit to some of the historic pubs in central London - a date 

for this to be agreed. 

 

If you have any ideas for a social event or pub to visit please let me know. 
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12. Nominations for and election of committee 

All current members were willing to stand again and were re-elected.  

 

Chairman – BG 

Secretary – DS 

Treasurer – AP branch treasurer. 

Membership – CO  

Press – JA 

Website / pubs – GG 

Social secretary – BB 

 

 

13. AOB 

PH asked about ideas for generating new membership which generally only happens at beer 

festivals. BG mentioned the possibility of the upcoming festival at London Welsh and we would try to 

do something there. 

 

Meeting closed 9.11pm 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
 

Report from George Gimber − Pub Records Officer, Website Manager 
Branch Contact & GBG Co-ordinator 

 

Branch Web site [ https://rh.camra.org.uk ] − Nothing to report, it continues to be 

updated as required.  

Pub Records Officer 
Adding and keeping pub records up to date. This is a significant and ongoing role as Pubs 

Officer in the Branch. Updates include beer range, opening times, facilities, pub description, 

name changes, social media links etc and pub status. All this information is incorporated into 

a database called Pubzilla. I do rely on a very small group of people who report news of these 

changes together my own research to keep our branch pub records as up to date as possible. 

Reports from members from other Branches that visit are pubs also received. 

Our branch covers a wide area, a large part I'm sure still remains unreported. If you are 

reading this and know of a change of beer range, management, closure etc please report 

your news to the Pub Records Officer or online via the CAMRA/pubs web page.  

Help keep our information accurate. Submit Feedback - On the CAMRA pub pages there is a 

'Suggest an Edit' link on each pub description page. Notice an error or missing details? Please 

help our Branch to keep our pub & club information accurate by sharing any corrections or 

updates found. 

I currently have a long running activity to either update of improve the many pictures that 

accompany the pub description.  There are a number of low-definition pictures that I 

originally took and used on our Branch web site many years ago. These have been migrated 

to the CAMRA pubs pages and can now be viewed full screen (on a computer monitor) if 

selected. Historically these pictures were never intended to be viewed like this and were (in 

some cases) only 400 pixels in width. Because of this low pixel count, they can look decidedly 

fuzzy and poor quality and so need to be revised. There are 421 pubs (and Clubs) within our 

Branch that are represented (can be searched for) on the CAMRA/pubs pages. These are 

being reviewed and where necessary either re photographed or resized where possible and 

uploaded to the Pubzilla database and exported the CAMRA web site. 

Pub News 
As happening across the country, we continue to lose pubs to closure or change of use. But 

there is some good news that a pub can subsequently be reopened under new 

management/ownership and pub turned around and many are now trading successfully. Let’s 

hope this continues. The Lion in Teddington is a good example. 

 

 

Below are some of the more significant pub news items since the last AGM. More news can 

be found on our website. rh.camra.org.uk/branchnews.html 

Chiswick 

https://rh.camra.org.uk/
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A bar last called 'Betty' that closed in January 2023 (after less than two years since opening) 

has reopening in January 2025 as a new venue called Lil Nashville, a Country Bar & Kitchen 

providing live country music, line dancing, Southern-style BBQ. This year it won the top 

hospitality award in the West London Business Awards. 

The Fuller's riverside pub the Bell & Crown, Strand on the Green, was closed for 6 weeks for a 

major refurbishment and reopened in February this year. 

Urban Pubs & Bars (a London pub operator) has added five pubs to its growing estate, 

including the acquisition of four former Food & Fuel sites from The Restaurant Group-owned 

Brunning & Price. The sites acquired in our Branch area are The Roebuck and The Steam 

Packet in Chiswick.  

Twickenham 

The Royal Oak at 13 Richmond Road, has been closed and boarded up. It had been recently 

up for sale. It is assumed that the expected trade after an expensive refurbishment in 2024 

has not been realised. Christian Arden and Ben Abrahams took control of The Royal Oak in 

October 2024. They also oversee other pubs in southwest London: The Crossing in Barnes, 

White Horse in Richmond, and New Inn in Ham Common 

A note was posted the Riflemen pub in Twickenham stating that it will lose its association 

with Twickenham Fine Ales Brewery, and therefore is at risk of closure. Since this 

announcement a Rescue Committee was formed to 'Save the Rifleman' and bring the pub 

into community ownership. Twickenham Fine Ales, who currently hold the lease, originally 

stepped in during 2019 in order to keep The Rifleman open. However, the brewery is not in a 

position to continue managing the pub and The Rifleman is therefore at risk of closure.  

A few weeks ago, the Rescue Committee made an offer to Global Mutual (the freehold 

owner) It has not been accepted at this stage. They also submitted an application to the FCA 

to establish a Community Benefit Society, which would enable them to take on the day-to-

day operation of the pub. Twickenham Fine Ales have agreed to keep The Rifleman open in a 

caretaking capacity, allowing more time to work towards a long-term solution for the future 

operation of the pub.  

Rifleman pub rescue – update from the Rifle Rescue Team, has been published on the 

Teddington Town website. See: teddingtontown.co.uk/2026/01/25/rifleman-pub-rescue-

update/  

The George at 32 King Street, Twickenham is now under the management of the Morgan Pub 

Co. and had its grand opening on 25th September 2025. 

Teddington 

After been closed for three years, The Lion in 27 Wick Road reopened early December 2025 

after being purchased by a community consortium and is now thriving, providing a much-

needed asset in the area. 

The Adelaide pub at 57 Park Road Teddington is now operated by Morgan Pub Co. It looks to 

be a similar business arrangement with Shepherd Neame employed at the Swan in Hampton 

Wick.  

The Masons Arms in Teddington and Express Tavern in Brentford, have both been included in 

The Telegraph’s expert guide to the 500 Best Pubs in England, compiled by Will Hawkes.  

Isleworth 
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The Victoria Tavern, Isleworth, re-opened in September 2025 under new owners and now 

trading as a modern-styled sports bar. Live music and real ale continue. 

The Red Lion in Linkfield Road was closed for a few days and now under new (temporary?) 

management from April 2026. 

Kew 

The Cricketers in Kew reopen under new management after a refurbishment in September 

2025 under its original name The Rose & Crown. The pub at 79 Kew Green is now owned by 

Inda Pubs. A family-owned business with nine neighbourhood pubs across West London. It 

serves Fullers Pride and Timothy Taylor Landlord when it opened.  

Feltham 

After a number of changes to its management the Airman has finally succumbed to being 

changed to a restaurant call Everest Spice Lounge in August 2025. 

Hounslow 

The Cross Lances in Hounslow, re-opened on 15th September 2025 under new management. 

It has been refurbished and is now owned by a local Nepalese restaurant. 

The Sun at 148 Hanworth Road has had a 'make-over' and renamed The Hanworth. The pub 

reopened in April 2025.  

Hampton 

The Railway Bell (aka The Dip) was closed after its long-standing Tenant died in April 2024. 

The pub's future looks uncertain until a local 'Save The Dip' campaign group has formed by 

Robert Lee. The pub has subsequently been declared an Asset of Community Value by 

Richmond Council. A notable success for the campaign that has the support of ~450 

members. The decision means that the 'Save The Dip' campaign group now has priority 

should it wish to buy the freehold of the pub, which has been closed for over a year. To join 

the campaign group, email: savethedip@gmail.com | Website: www.savethedip.com/   

However, the pub still remains closed. 

Hampton Hill 

The Stonegate pub company, announced plans to sell 23 free-of-tie sites as part of its 

portfolio review. Savills Estate & Letting Agents have been instructed to manage the sale of 

the pubs, on behalf of Stonegate. Of these 23 pubs being sold only one is in our Branch area, 

namely The Star, Hampton Hill. No further information is currently known. 

Hampton Court 

The Six restaurant & bar/Kings Arms Hotel at 2 Lion Gate, Hampton Court Road, was closed in 

August 2025 and currently on the market with Cattaneo Commercial. 

 

 

Richmond 

The venue previously called Incognito in 2-3 Duke Street that closed in 2024 reopened as the 

Nowhere in July 2025. This venture has now closed. The pub was originally called Cobwebs. 

The Crane Tap, a modern restaurant and bar opposite Twickenham Station is now under new 

management by Morgan Pub Co. 

Branch Contact − Nothing to report. 

GBG Coordinator 
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Our Branch submitted 18 pub candidates (our allotted number) plus three reserves to the 

Greater London CAMRA GBG Submissions Co-ordinator by the deadline set. These pub 

entries in Pubzilla were edited from the survey reports and exported to the GBG publishing 

system. This year we had to meet a new requirement of limiting pub descriptions to 50 

words, instead of 80 in previous years.  I understand this may change in the future when 

CAMRA’s new Trading Committee start work. One of their projects is to review the Good Beer 

Guide format against agreed targets, while looking at innovative ways to 

increase CAMRA’s income.  
George Gimber – 1st May 2026 
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